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						                                                                     Friday 12th February 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,	
					
We hope that you are keeping well and that your child is working as well as they can during this difficult time. Next week is half term (Monday 15th until Friday 19th February) and school will re-open on Monday 22nd February to vulnerable children and the children of critical workers only.

You will be aware from the Prime Minister's announcement that students will not be returning to school before the 8th of March. This is the date on which he hopes that students might be able to start returning. 

We expect a review of this during the week beginning 22nd February, and we have been promised two weeks' warning of any changes. This is obviously disappointing news, but at least we have some concrete information to work on. We will of course contact you directly if anything changes.

Onsite and Offsite provision
During this month, the Senior Leadership Team has conducted a review of provision so far this term taking feedback from students, staff, and parents into account. 

We have noted the concerns about students having to share laptops with their siblings, issues with accessing the work, the lack of variety, delays in receiving home learning packs and are very aware of the social constraints that are affecting us all.

We have been working closely with parents, carers, and students to support and ensure that MOST students whether working onsite or offsite have access to a laptop and the internet so that they can fully access TJA online via Teams.

Overall, we are very pleased with the progress that students have been making, the way that staff have risen to new challenges to support our students, and the positivity from parents. 

Increasing data allowances on mobile devices to support disadvantaged children
The government has made available a scheme to temporarily increase data allowances for mobile phone users on certain networks. This is so children can access remote education if their face-to-face education is disrupted.

Who can get help?
This scheme is open to children and young people who:
· do not have access to a fixed broadband connection.
· cannot afford the additional data needed to access educational resources or social care services.
· have access to a mobile device that uses a participating network.
· are facing disruption to their face-to-face education or have been advised not to attend school.

Children with access to a mobile phone on one of the following networks might be able to benefit:
· EE
· O2
· Sky Mobile
· SMARTY
· Tesco Mobile
· Three
· Virgin Mobile
· Vodafone    










How to request a mobile data increase
To request extra mobile data, you will need to let the school know you wish to apply and
provide the following information:
· the account holder’s name
· mobile number (a number beginning with ‘07’)
· mobile network
· whether you pay monthly or pay as they go

Assessment, and Feedback 
We know that one of the parts of the teachers' job that is hardest now is assessment and feedback, which normally happens all the time in a classroom. 

Ordinary good practice in teaching is to adapt plans to the needs of the students and staff concerned and this is what we are doing here. 

Teachers are marking work and giving a written response to individual pieces of work that are being handed in online and they are offering constructive feedback in a similar way to how they would in school. They are also assessing students and providing feedback via the conversations they are having with students on telephone and on Teams.

For students who are working on Home Learning Packs, work will be marked once it has been returned to school and feedback from teachers will be returned via post, Teachers may then follow up by speaking to your child, if it is required.

We will remain flexible to the evolving situation and getting students back into school as soon as we are able to remains our highest priority.

Spring 1 reports
Enclosed is a copy of your child’s report Spring 1 report that provides a current teacher assessment working level and a blended learning engagement mark.

Exams 
Over the past two weeks, our Year 11s have been sitting Spring Mock exams online via Teams. 
This has been a first for the school and overall, we are very pleased with the progress that students have been making.

Spring Virtual Parents evening
We will be holding a Virtual Parents Evening on 4th March 2021 where you will be given an opportunity to meet with your child’s subject teachers to discuss your child’s progress.

We will be using School Cloud online system, allowing you to choose your own appointment times with teachers. You will receive an email confirming your appointments and details of how to you to join your video meetings via your phone, laptop, or tablet.

Appointments can be made from 9am on Monday 22nd February until 4pm on Monday 1st March.
Please visit https://thejubileeacademy.schoolcloud.co.uk/ to book your appointments. You will need to login with your email address, your child’s name, and date of birth. 

If you do not have access to the internet, please contact the school office who will be happy to add appointments on your behalf.












Arrangements for reporting positive cases during half term.
In accordance with the latest announcement from government’s response to coronavirus (COVID-19), please note the below listed relevant arrangements regarding positive cases in the half term holidays. 
· If your child tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms more than 48 hours since
being in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents and carers should follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace.
· However, if your child tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, please email the school with the following information via covidabsence@thejubileeacademy.org.uk
 - Name of student
- Year group
- Date became symptomatic
- Type of symptoms 
- Date of test
- Date positive test confirmation received
· The school will then assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious whilst in school.
· Further guidance Coronavirus guidance and support can be found on the school website via:
https://www.thejubileeacademy.org.uk/coronavirusinfo

Safeguarding and welfare
Our number one priority remains the safety and wellbeing of all our pupils. Our Safeguarding Team are fully active and will respond positively, professionally, and supportively in all cases. 

Whether your child is coming into school, or working remotely from home, our aim is ensuring that they are kept safe and supported. We have therefore extended our safeguarding policy to include an addendum that details the steps we have taken to ensure that we have systems in place during this difficult period. 

In addition, we have reviewed our online TJA policy which clearly defines our expectations of the school community working in partnership to ensure we are keeping our students safe and supported when they are working online. We have assigned each student an SLT ink and trained support staff link that will monitor welfare and engagement of a student through regular telephone calls and/or welfare visits.

The school will ensure there is a safeguarding lead on site daily to support the students on site. 

Students are receiving coaching sessions, engaging in RSHE sessions and/or accessing mentoring, counselling, and external agency support to ensure safety measures and interventions are provided and reinforced. Students can speak to their tutor, teacher or Head of Year by emailing them, who may be able to help or signpost them on to someone else who can help.

Students working online have access to and can raise concerns confidentially by emailing SafegurdingGroup@thejubileeacademy.onmicrosoft.com

If you have a safeguarding concern, please do not hesitate to contact us via SafegurdingGroup@thejubileeacademy.onmicrosoft.com

Further support in relation to keeping children safe and the school’s safeguarding policy and guidance can be found on the school’s website via https://www.thejubileeacademy.org.uk/safeguarding










If you are worried about how your children are coping during lockdown and want to know
what support is available have a look at the enclosed TJA safeguarding booklet that
showcases the latest government guidance on a range of topics and the school support
interventions that you can access to support your child. 

The booklet can be found and downloaded from the school website via https://www.thejubileeacademy.org.uk/safeguarding

Online Safety
Keeping pupils and teachers safe during remote education is essential. It is important to ensure your child is working in a safe online environment and we encourage you to set age-appropriate parental controls on devices and use internet filters to block malicious websites. These are usually free, but often need to be turned on.

It is especially important for parents and carers to be aware of what their children are being asked to do, including:
· sites they will be asked to use.
· school staff their child will interact with
The following are available to you to keep children safe online – these resources to help keep children safe from different risks online and inform you where to go to find support and advice

· Staying Safe Online includes information on security and privacy settings.
· Thinkuknow provides advice from the National Crime Agency (NCA) on staying safe online.
· Parent info is a collaboration between Parentzone and the NCA providing support and guidance for parents from leading experts and organisations.
· Childnet offers a toolkit to support parents and carers of children of any age to start discussions about their online life, to set boundaries around online behaviour and technology use, and to find out where to get more help and support.
· Internet matters provides age-specific online safety checklists, guides on how to set parental controls on a range of devices, and a host of practical tips to help children get the most out of their digital world.
· London Grid for Learning has support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online, including tips to keep primary aged children safe online.
· Net-aware has support for parents and carers from the NSPCC, including a guide to social networks, apps, and games.
· Let’s Talk About It has advice for parents and carers to keep children safe from online radicalisation.
· UK Safer Internet Centre has tips, advice, guides and other resources to help keep children safe online, including parental controls offered by home internet providers and safety tools on social networks and other online services.

Further support
Further information can be found on the school’s website via https://www.thejubileeacademy.org.uk/esafety

If you are having difficulties accessing any of the School’s provided ICT services, please email:
ict@thejubileeacademy.onmicrosoft.com

All other concerns, please email: info@thejubileeacademy.org.uk

[image: ] Yours sincerely,



Dr M Jarrett
Head Teacher
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