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                                                                                                                                                                  25th January 2021

Dear Parents/Carers of Year 11,

Online Spring Mock Exams


Considering the evolving public health measures and the current school arrangements for our remote provision during this national lockdown, we will be arranging online Spring Mock exams to be conducted from week beginning 1st February 2021 for all Year 11 students. 

The enclosed exam timetable has been personalised for your child, so they are very clear about which exams they must complete.

This exam series is hugely important in that the results will be used and triangulated with other key indicators as the final teacher grade submitted to the exam board which will determine the outcome of your child’s GCSE and Vocational subject outcomes.

We have delivered a training session to all Year 11 students on how the school will support them and our expectations for them when completing the exams. A recording of this session can be found on Online Spring Mock Exams Class on Teams.

This training session covered the following:

Expectations of how Parents/Carers can support their child

It is highly important you support the school to ensure your child upholds the integrity of the exams and completes their exams under the strictest of exam conditions, in accordance with the exam notices provided. 

Your child should NOT have access to their phone, smart watch, internet, or any resources that could give them an advantage over their peers. 

Things that parents can do to help their child prepare for their exams include:

· ensuring your child gets enough sleep the night before an exam

· setting up a comfortable and quiet environment for your child to work

· ensuring they eat breakfast and are well hydrated

· ensure their laptop is fully charged

· are familiar with the rules of the exam in accordance with the exam notices

· arrange access to a clock/timer to manage time during exams

How the school will support you and your child

A reminder text message will be sent to you a day before to remind you of the exam your child is due to take the next morning.

Exam assessments for each subject have been designed using Microsoft Forms. The subject papers will be accessible via Teams in accordance with your child’s enclosed exam timetable.

All exams have been arranged to take place in the morning at a start time of 10am. Note: your child will not be able to access their exam before this start time.

A member of staff will also be assigned to support your child throughout the exam series. 

Every morning between 8.30 am and 9am you or your child will receive a ‘Get Ready’ phone call from this member of staff to ensure your child is preparing themselves to be ready to take the exam.

Another phone call will be made at least 15 minutes before an exam is due to start to ensure they are logged onto Teams and able to access the ‘Online Spring Mock Exam’ platform. 

The following resources will be provided in advance by the school to enable your child to prepare for use during the exam:

· English Language passage 
· English Literature passage
· Highlighters
· Periodic table for Chemistry Exam
· Equations for Physics Exam
· Calculator
Teachers will be available via the chat function if the student has any questions and support as best as possible without compromising the integrity of the exam.

The linked member of staff will also call during and after the exam to ensure that the student remains on task, finishes on time, and successfully uploads the completed work.

Expectations of your child

Your child must be ready at their workstation and access ‘Online Spring Mock Exam’ class on Teams via their laptop, ten minutes before the exam is due to start.

At 10am exactly they can access the paper and MUST read the instructions given on how to complete the exam paper when it becomes accessible online. Depending on the type of answer required, students will either:

·  choose and/or type their answers directly on the space provided.
or

· use they may be asked to use Microsoft Word to complete their answer and upload the completed work back to the teacher via Teams. e.g., essay questions

If they are not sure about something, they can use the chat facility to ask a teacher a question. Please note they will be given general guidance only.

In addition, the question papers on Microsoft Forms have a facility called immersive reader which allows your child to hear the questions read back to them. They simply click on the icon shown in the question below:

There will be a zero-tolerance approach to inappropriate behaviour or if the integrity of any exam is compromised and each incident will be dealt with independently and in accordance with the school’s behaviour policy.

The school is here to support you and your child through this process. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school.


Further support

If you are having difficulties accessing any of the School’s provided ICT services, please email:

ict@thejubileeacademy.onmicrosoft.com
All other concerns, please email:

info@thejubileeacademy.org.uk
Yours sincerely,
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Dr Michael Jarrett 
Head of School
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