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                                                                                                                                                                  21st January 2021

Dear Parents/Carers,     

We have had an extraordinary start to the year; we certainly were not expecting to be on a national lockdown again. However, I have been so impressed by how our staff and students have stepped up to the challenge.

At The Jubilee Academy our primary aim is the safety and wellbeing of our staff and students. In addition to this we recognise the need for continuity, routine, and predictability for parents / carers and young people. 

Over the past two weeks we have been fine tuning our practices and this letter lays out these practices, which are designed to ensure your child has access to the best education and resources whether working onsite or offsite. It is important that as parents/ carers you are supporting your child to be prepared and ready for learning.

Attendance

During the period of national lockdown, our school will remain open to vulnerable children and the children of critical workers only. We will continue to record attendance for those expected to be onsite and those expected to be working off site in the register. 

Onsite provision

As an alternative provision setting, we are providing onsite provision for our most vulnerable students and those of children of critical workers. These students have been assigned to designated learning areas where they will follow their normal school timetable and curriculum, completing work set by their teachers who are teaching and supporting online, whilst under the supervision of a member of staff.

Through an audio link, the teacher spends the first part of lesson going through the topic and explaining the assignment/task that the student needs to complete. Teachers then provide access to additional digital or access resources to support students. 

The students are then instructed to spend the rest of the lesson completing the assignment/task. The students send their completed work back to the subject department email using their school email.

The teacher is available to always answer any questions during the lesson via the chat facility and will monitor this carefully. For safeguarding reasons there is no live streaming and we do not record lessons.

Home learning packs 

The school has been provided home learning packs in each subject for those students that do not have access to a computer or laptop to engage in remote learning. These students are expected to follow and complete the work in these packs in which they follow their regular subject curriculums. They should attempt to work in accordance with their school timetable. A self-addressed envelope is provided for students to send completed work back to school.

Remote provision
Most of our students are being educated remotely and are expected to follow their normal school timetable via Teams where they will continue to follow their normal subject curriculums. All students have been sent a hard copy of their timetable and have been emailed a copy to their school email address. 
All students will be expected to join their class via Teams every day for start of lessons at 09:20am.  It is therefore important that they are punctual to all five lessons.

Through an audio link, the teacher spends the first part of lesson going through the topic and explaining the assignment/task that the students need to complete. Teachers then provide access to additional digital or access resources to support students. 

The students are then instructed to spend the rest of the lesson completing the assignment/task. The students send their completed work back to the subject department email using their school email.

The teacher is available to always answer any questions during the lesson via the chat facility and will monitor this carefully. For safeguarding reasons there is no live streaming and we do not record lessons.
Remote learning rules
If students are not in school, we expect them to follow all the rules set out in the ICT agreement.
Parents should also read the rules and ensure their children follow them. Parents should contact Mr. Sutherland if they think their child might not be able to comply with some or all of the rules, so we can consider alternative arrangements with them and support them with their learning.

Where to find information about remote learning at TJA
Everything you need to know about remote learning guidance can be found on the school’s website at: 
https://www.thejubileeacademy.org.uk/remotelearning

Monitoring engagement
Whether your child is on site or working from home, we are carefully monitoring engagement in all lessons and contacting parents if a student is not engaging and may need further support.
Those NOT engaging on site, remotely via teams or working on their home learning pack will receive a telephone call from a trained member of staff.

This will be escalated to a senior member of staff if engagement is persistently poor and if required a welfare visit arranged to offer additional support.

Virtual Library
Oak National Academy and the National Literacy Trust have come together to launch our Virtual School Library to keep children reading during lockdown.

Every week, a popular children's author will become our ‘Author of the Week’ and provide a free book or audiobook and exclusive videos and activities aimed at primary school children, all available at library.thenational.academy
Access to laptops
We have a laptop student loan scheme which has enabled us to support several students to have access to a computer to enable them to access their education remotely from home. We are awaiting a delivery of laptops that will hopefully enable us to offer those working on Home Learning Packs the switch to remote learning via Teams. We will contact you when these become available.
Increasing data allowances on mobile devices to support disadvantaged children.
The government has made available a scheme to temporarily increase data allowances for mobile phone users on certain networks. This is so that children and young people can access remote education if their face-to-face education is disrupted.
Who can get help?
This scheme is open to children and young people who:
· don’t have access to a fixed broadband connection.

· cannot afford the additional data needed to access educational resources or social care services.

· have access to a mobile device that uses a participating network.

· are facing disruption to their face-to-face education or have been advised not to attend school.

Children with access to a mobile phone on one of the following networks might be able to benefit:

· EE

· O2

· Sky Mobile

· SMARTY

· Tesco Mobile

· Three

· Virgin Mobile

· Vodafone    

How to request a mobile data increase
To request extra mobile data, you will need to let the school know you wish to apply and provide the following information:
· the account holder’s name

· mobile number (a number beginning with ‘07’)

· mobile network

· whether you pay monthly or pay as they go

Meal Provision 
We have arranged for all main schools to provide students on dual registration with The Jubilee Academy, with a voucher that can be spent in a supermarket. Please contact your child’s main school if you need support with this.
Those students that come on site have access to a free breakfast provision and a packed lunch provision for students that are eligible for free school meals or wishing to pay for a lunch.

Safeguarding
Our number one priority remains the safety and wellbeing of all our pupils. Our Safeguarding Team are fully active and will respond positively, professionally, and supportively in all cases. 
Whether your child is coming into school, or working remotely from home, our aim is ensuring that they are kept safe and supported. We have therefore extended our safeguarding policy to include an addendum that details the steps we have taken to ensure that we have systems in place during this difficult period. 

In addition, we have reviewed our online TJA policy which clearly defines our expectations of the school community working in partnership to ensure we are keeping our students safe and supported when they are working online.

Online Safety
Keeping pupils and teachers safe during remote education is essential. It is important to ensure your child is working in a safe online environment and we encourage you to set age-appropriate parental controls on digital devices and use internet filters to block malicious websites. These are usually free, but often need to be turned on.
It is especially important for parents and carers to be aware of what their children are being asked to do, including:

· sites they will be asked to use.

· school staff their child will interact with

Use these resources to support parents and carers to keep their children safe online:

· Support for parents and carers to keep children safe online, which outlines resources to help keep children safe from different risks online and where to go to find support and advice.

· Staying Safe Online includes information on security and privacy settings.

· Thinkuknow provides advice from the National Crime Agency (NCA) on staying safe online.

· Parent info is a collaboration between Parentzone and the NCA providing support and guidance for parents from leading experts and organisations.

· Childnet offers a toolkit to support parents and carers of children of any age to start discussions about their online life, to set boundaries around online behaviour and technology use, and to find out where to get more help and support.

· Internet matters provides age-specific online safety checklists, guides on how to set parental controls on a range of devices, and a host of practical tips to help children get the most out of their digital world.

· London Grid for Learning has support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online, including tips to keep primary aged children safe online.

· Net-aware has support for parents and carers from the NSPCC, including a guide to social networks, apps and games.

· Let’s Talk About It has advice for parents and carers to keep children safe from online radicalisation.

· UK Safer Internet Centre has tips, advice, guides and other resources to help keep children safe online, including parental controls offered by home internet providers and safety tools on social networks and other online services.

Further information can be found on the school’s website via https://www.thejubileeacademy.org.uk/esafety
Safeguarding and welfare

We have assigned each student an SLT ink and trained support staff link that will monitor welfare and engagement of a student through regular telephone calls and/or welfare visits.
The school will ensure there is a safeguarding lead on site daily to support the students on site. 

Students are receiving coaching sessions, engaging in RSHE sessions and/or accessing mentoring, counselling and external agency support to ensure safety measures and interventions are provided and reinforced.

Students can speak to their tutor, teacher or Head of Year/ by emailing them, who may be able to help or signpost you on to someone else who can help.

Students working online have access and can raise concerns confidentially by emailing SafegurdingGroup@thejubileeacademy.onmicrosoft.com
If you have a safeguarding concern, please do not hesitate to contact us via SafegurdingGroup@thejubileeacademy.onmicrosoft.com
Further support in relation to keeping children safe and the school’s safeguarding policy and guidance can be found on the school’s website via https://www.thejubileeacademy.org.uk/safeguarding
If you are worried about how your children are coping during lockdown and want to know what support is available. Look at the Young Minds website https://youngminds.org.uk/ for information about mental health and support.

· Contact Kooth https://www.kooth.com/ who are a support agency set up alongside NHS services to provide free, safe and anonymous online support and counselling.

· Contact Childline https://www.childline.org.uk/ who provide a free, private and confidential service where you can talk about anything.

· Contact your GP with your parents support or if you are 16 or older you can contact your GP directly.  They can help with health and mental health support.

Exams
In light of the evolving public health measures, we will not be going ahead with the external assessments scheduled in February in our BTEC Tech Awards. 
We will however be arranging for online Spring Mock exams to be conducted from week beginning 1st February 2021 for our Year 11 (all subjects) and Year 10 (only English literature). Details will be released shortly. Further guidance can be found on the school website:

https://www.thejubileeacademy.org.uk/exams

Systems of control for prevention and infection control
The school has reviewed the systems of control for prevention and infection control in accordance with the national lockdown implications to control the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19).
Please see details below regarding new National restrictions within Education and Childcare settings.

Clinically extremely vulnerable children
Following the reintroduction of shielding, clinically extremely vulnerable children and young people are advised not to attend school. Clinically extremely vulnerable individuals are those identified through a letter from the NHS or a specialist doctor as in the group deemed clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV or shielding list). Anyone who is identified as clinically extremely vulnerable should follow the published guidance.
Clinically vulnerable children

Children who are clinically vulnerable or have underlying health conditions but are not clinically extremely vulnerable, may continue to attend school in line with current guidance.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
Face coverings
When an area moves to local restriction tiers: high alert or very high alert, in settings where pupils in year 7 and above are educated, face coverings should be worn by adults and pupils when moving around the premises, outside of classrooms, such as in corridors and communal areas where social distancing cannot easily be maintained. 
Transport
Children and young people can continue to use public transport where necessary. We encourage everyone to walk, cycle or scoot wherever possible and safe. This will help to reduce pressure on the public transport network and allow social distancing to be practised. Where children and young people need to use public transport, they should follow the safer travel guidance. 
  

In accordance with advice from PHE, children and young people aged 11 and over must wear a face covering when travelling on dedicated transport to secondary school. This does not apply to people who are exempt from wearing a face covering on public transport. Please note Transport Police are issuing fines for those that are not abiding by these rules.

Rapid Lateral Flow Testing
Our rapid Lateral Flow testing programme has been established is now under way. Along with the other protective measures we are taking, these tests will help staff and pupils to remain in school safely. Up to one third of people who have coronavirus experience no symptoms. By testing we will help to stop the virus spread and help to keep our school open as safely as possible. The test is voluntary, but I would encourage everyone to take it.

All students that are in education are being offered the testing and staff are being tested twice a week. We will review the programme if the national lockdown restrictions change and inform you accordingly.

Further support

If you are having difficulties accessing any of the School’s provided ICT services, please email:

ict@thejubileeacademy.onmicrosoft.com
All other concerns, please email:

info@thejubileeacademy.org.uk
Yours sincerely,
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Dr Michael Jarrett 
Head of School
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