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Dear Parent/Carers,

All schools are required to have a contingency plan if student/staff member needs to isolate and/or the school must go on lockdown due to an outbreak.

At The Jubilee Academy our primary aim is the safety and wellbeing of our staff and students. In addition to this we recognise the need for continuity, routine, and predictability for parents/carers and young people. 

The extensive limitations outlined in the tiers of interventions for educational settings when managing local outbreaks and implementing restrictions do not apply to Alternative Provision (AP) settings. Whilst AP settings include older children, these settings are generally smaller than mainstream secondary schools with limited pupil numbers and therefore, with protective measures in place, are lower risk. Therefore, the school will remain fully open to all to provide face to face provision.

With this in mind, we will take all steps possible to ensure we have a contingency plan if:

· Further operational guidance notifying AP’s of restrictions in the local context

     or

· Individuals or groups of students need to self-isolate, but the rest of the school is still open

     or

· The school is advised to fully close due to an outbreak in consultation with the Local Health Protection Team

Remote education via our online teaching and learning strategy (TJA Online)

The school has commenced a blended learning approach to support students to experience and learn using electronic devices via TJA online at least once over a two-week period in all subjects (a subject if teacher is teaching  more than one subject), as well as traditional face to face teaching. This will enable the student to feel confident to transition from in class to remote learning when as if the need arises.
We would ask all parents and carers to take the time to familiarise themselves with the information contained so that our whole community can support our students and ensure minimal disruption to their learning if their child needs to isolate or the school should be forced to close for any reason. 

Remote learning rules

If students are not in school, we expect them to follow all the rules set out in the ICT agreement.

Parents should also read the rules and ensure their children follow them. Parents should contact
Mr. Sutherland/DHT – Discipline and Conduct if they think their child might not be able to comply with some or
all of the rules, so we can consider alternative arrangements with them and support them with their learning.

Dealing with problems

If there are any problems with students adhering to rules around remote learning, including if they don’t engage with the remote learning set for them, an SLT member will contact parents to address any concerns and provide the necessary support.

Systems of control and face coverings

In all respects, the systems of controls outlined in the full opening guidance will continue to be applied. The school has a comprehensive risk assessment that details protective measures implemented by the school and if required consider implementing further control measures.

Everyone has been asked to wear face coverings when moving around communal areas in

school where it is difficult to maintain social distancing unless they are exempt from wearing
one. We’ll share factsheets on face coverings with parents and staff so that everyone knows what to expect.

Attendance

All students are expected to attend school unless they are self-isolating due to symptoms or have tested positive.

It is unlikely that formal shielding will be reintroduced in a local area and clinically extremely vulnerable children and young people should be able to attend school during local restrictions. However, if shielding is resumed within the local areas, clinically extremely vulnerable children will not be required to attend school 

Free School Meal Provision 

The main schools will provide all their students on dual registration with The Jubilee Academy, eligible for FSM’s, a food parcel whilst they are self-isolating.

Safeguarding

Our number one priority remains the safety and wellbeing of all our pupils. Our Safeguarding Team are fully active and will respond positively, professionally, and supportively in all cases. 

Whether your child is coming into school, or working remotely from home, our aim is ensuring that they are kept safe and supported. We have therefore extended our safeguarding policy to include an addendum that details the steps we have taken to ensure that we have systems in place during this difficult period. 

In addition, we have reviewed our online TJA policy which clearly defines our expectations of the school community working in partnership to ensure we are keeping our students safe and supported when they are working online.

If you have a safeguarding concern, please email:

SafegurdingGroup@thejubileeacademy.onmicrosoft.com
This is also true if you feel that your son/daughter is struggling mentally in dealing with transitioning back to school; they will not be alone in this either, since it is a struggle for us all.  The school is working with several external agencies to support students. We have provided a list of agencies that can provide excellent mental health support. This can also be found on the school website 

https://www.thejubileeacademy.org.uk/coronavirusinfo
Guidance

If you are having difficulties accessing any of the School’s provided ICT services, please email:

ict@thejubileeacademy.onmicrosoft.com
All other concerns, please email:

info@thejubileeacademy.org.uk
Yours sincerely,
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Dr Michael Jarrett 
Head of School
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