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						                                                                              6th January 2022

Dear Parents/Carers,	

UPDATE –ON THE RETURN TO EDUCATION FOLLOWING THE HOLIDAY PERIOD

Happy New Year to you all.  

I understand that many of you and your staff are worried about the Omicron variant and the difficulties this could bring when the school re-opens. We all know that face-to-face education is the best way for children and young people to learn and that we have to balance this against wider public health risks brought by Covid-19.
I wish to assure you that we continue to implement careful measures for prevention and infection control as per the latest government guidelines. We have also revisited our covid contingency plans to ensure we are well prepared for any future changes.
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Testing for students after the holiday period
Testing remains a priority. We will be testing all students that have consented on return to school on Thursday 6th January, to help reduce transmission after a period of social mixing over the holidays.
If you have not done so already and wish us to test your child, please send to school the completed and signed consent form.
Self-isolation period for individuals who test positive for COVID-19
Since Wednesday 22 December, the 10-day self-isolation period for people who record a positive PCR test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most circumstances, unless you cannot test for any reason. 
Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those who receive two negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. The first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests must be taken 24 hours apart. This also applies to children under 5, with LFD testing at parental or guardian discretion. 
If both these test results are negative, and you do not have a high temperature, you may end your
self-isolation after the second negative test result and return to your education or childcare setting from day 7. If you require LFD test kits, please contact the school. 
Daily testing for close contacts of COVID-19
People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 months, identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19, should take an LFD test every day for seven days and continue to attend their setting as normal, unless they have a positive test result or develop symptoms at any time.




Return to wearing face coverings in classrooms
From January 4th, the government has also recommended that in those schools where
pupils in year 7 and above are educated, face coverings should be worn in classrooms.
This does not apply in situations where wearing a face covering would impact on the
ability to take part in exercise or strenuous activity, for example in PE lessons. This will also be a temporary measure that the school will be introducing from Thursday 6th January.
Your child must also wear a face covering when travelling on public transport and should wear it on dedicated transport to and from school. Please ensure your child comes to school with a face mask.
January external examinations
There are exams for vocational and technical qualifications timetabled for January. Students who are due to sit these exams will be prepared and it is right that they should be given every opportunity to demonstrate what they have learnt. Exams and formal assessments will go ahead. Consequently, it is essential that students continue to prepare for these assessments.
A reminder that the current requirements on remote education continue to remain in place
As students and pupils return to education and childcare settings following the holiday period, the current requirements for remote education continue to remain in place. We recognise that the high rates of COVID-19 may cause difficulties with the availability of staff. Our shared priority is to keep education settings open and young people continuing face-to-face education
The school will keep you informed of any changes if your child is expected to access their classes remotely. There will be regular feedback and checking in with students where there is a need for remote education.
Further advice and support is available via the school website:
https://www.thejubileeacademy.org.uk/remotelearning

UPDATE ON COVID-19 VACCINATIONS
The Health and Social Care Secretary announced that young people aged 12 to 15 in England will be offered a second dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine, following advice from JCVI. Parents of children aged 12-15 that have not yet had their first vaccine can book their child’s first vaccination slot over the winter break via the national booking system. 
The Covid Immunisation team are planning on visiting The Jubilee Academy on Wednesday 2nd March to administer the second COVID Vaccination and can also vaccinate Students the 1st dose as well.
Information on vaccination for 12 to 15 year olds can be found in the COVID-19 vaccine for children aged 12 to 15 guidance. 
Further information on the coronavirus booster vaccination and booking a vaccination can be found on NHS.UK. 
An information leaflet on what to expect after vaccination is available to download or order. 
If you wish your child to be vaccinate at school pleas complete the enclosed vaccination consent form and return to school.




Emotional wellbeing and support
We have a shared responsibility as staff, students, and parents to being understanding
and accepting that everyone will have had different experiences over the past few months
and will have a wide range of different feelings about returning to school. This extends to
adults as well as students.
We encourage you to talk to your child about how they are feeling, encouraging them to share their feelings with their friends and adults at school.
The school will be offering several intervention programmes in partnership with external agencies in addition to the school’s pastoral support to help students with their transition back to school.
As always, we are contactable if you have any safeguarding concerns. Please email, SafegurdingGroup@thejubileeacademy.onmicrosoft.com
Further safeguarding information and guidance can be found on the school website at: https://www.thejubileeacademy.org.uk/safeguarding
Further Resources and guidance regarding the coronavirus can be found on the school website at: https://www.thejubileeacademy.org.uk/coronavirusinfo
Parents are also encouraged to visit gov.uk/backtoschool for information and practical guidance to help them plan for their children’s return to school. 
For all other concerns, please email: info@thejubileeacademy.org.uk
We will support our staff and pupils throughout, but please contact us if you need this information in any other language or format or if you have any questions please email: info@thejubileecacedemy.org.uk

Thank you for your continued support.

Yours sincerely,
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Dr M Jarrett
Head Teacher
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