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						                                                                                     10th December 2021
Dear Parent/Carer,	
[bookmark: content]PLAN B: GUIDANCE NOTES FOR RETURN IN JANUARY 2022			
On Wednesday 8 December, the Prime Minister announced the implementation of Plan B of the COVID-19 Response: Autumn and Winter Plan, to reduce pressure on the NHS. Plan B sets out a number of additional measures across society to control transmission of COVID-19.
The Government is clear on the critical importance of not disrupting the education of children and young people and the Government will prioritise keeping all education and childcare settings open. The measures set out below will support this. 
Attendance
School attendance remains mandatory, and all the usual rules continue to apply. Enabling children and young people to attend their education setting regularly continues to be a national priority. As usual, schools can grant leave of absences for students in exceptional circumstances. 
The school’s addendum to the attendance policy has been updated to cite how the school will manage attendance in relation to coronavirus (COVID-19) during the 2021 to 2022 academic year.
Breakfast Provision, afterschool activities 
All students are welcome to join us for a free breakfast every morning from 9am – 9.10am. 
We will continue the extracurricular activities after school every day until 4pm including a tutoring programme. A full timetable will be made available in the first week of return.
Testing
We encourage all staff and students to test twice weekly using lateral flow device tests. We will continue to conduct testing on site twice weekly for those students that have provided consent forms completed by parent/carers or themselves if they are over 16. 
If you would like your child to be tested and have not provided consent as yet, please complete and send in the enclosed consent form.
Health, Hygiene & Safety Reminders
Students will be asked to wash or sanitise their hands several times a day: on entry and when leaving school; before and after break and lunch; in between transition times etc. Please make sure you practice washing hands thoroughly at home with your child. Hand sanitiser stations will be made available in all classrooms and in many communal areas around the school.
Germs can live for several hours on tissues, so any time a student wants to sneeze or cough they will need to ‘catch it’ in a tissue and ‘bin it’ to ‘kill it’ in the clearly marked campaign bins and remember to wash hands straight after.
Students should avoid touching their eyes, nose, mouth, or faces. They should try and keep
their hands to themselves and avoid touching any surfaces if they do not need to. This includes
stair rails, doors, walls, etc. They should follow all one-way systems around the school.  All students MUST keep their distance from others and be respectful of other people’s spaces.



Cleaning regimes
In accordance with government guidance, the school has procured an additional cleaner to
support the school with transitional cleaning between lessons, break times, lunch times,
toilet breaks and any other additional activities. A deeper clean will be conducted every
morning, and further in-depth contamination cleaning arranged accordingly if there are any
positive cases reported to the school.
Contact tracing and isolation
The current guidance on contact tracing and isolation has been updated to reflect changes to self-isolation requirements for contacts of people who have been identified as a suspected or confirmed case of the Omicron variant of COVID-19.  
All individuals who have been identified as a close contact of a suspected or confirmed case of the Omicron variant of COVID-19, irrespective of vaccination status and age, will continue to be required to self-isolate and asked to book a PCR test.
The Government plans to introduce Daily Contact Testing as soon as possible as an alternative to self-isolation for contacts of positive Omicron cases who are fully vaccinated or under the age of 18 years and 6 months. 
Vaccination
All eligible staff and students aged 12 and over are encouraged to take up the offer of the vaccine, including boosters. Vaccines are our best defence against COVID-19. They help protect young people and adults, and benefit those around them. Vaccination makes people less likely to catch the virus and less likely to pass it on. To book a vaccination, please visit: Book or manage a coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination, https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
Those formerly considered to be clinically extremely vulnerable
Following expert clinical advice and the successful rollout of the COVID-19 vaccine programme, people previously considered to be particularly vulnerable, clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV), and high or higher-risk are not being advised to shield again. 
Children and young people who were previously identified as being in one of these groups, are advised to continue to follow the guidance contained in Coronavirus: how to stay safe and help prevent the spread. Children and young people previously considered CEV should attend school and should follow the same COVID-19 guidance as the rest of the population. 
In some circumstances, a child or young person may have received personal advice from their specialist or clinician on additional precautions to take and they should continue to follow that advice.
Visitors
The school encourages all visitors to complete as Coronavirus screening tool and will encourage all visitors to test before they come to school.
Please do not come into school if you or someone in your household is displaying any of the following coronavirus (COVID 19) symptoms:
· a new and continuous cough,
· a high temperature and /or
· a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste
Or
· have tested positive in the last 10 days





If you are requested to come and pick up your child, you will be asked to wait on the 2 metre
markers outside this entrance until your child is released.
Education Visits
The school has no planned international visits and will continue following the latest Covid guidance when planning any trips next term.
Remote Education
Where appropriate, we will support those who need to self-isolate because they have tested positive to work or learn from home if they are well enough to do so.
School meals
We continue to provide free school meal support to any pupils who are eligible for benefits-related free school meals and who are learning at home during term time.
Please see website for further details: https://www.thejubileeacademy.org.uk/catering
Travel and Quarantine
We appreciate that parent/carer maybe planning Christmas getaways but when planning travelling abroad should bear in mind the impact on their child’s education which may result from any requirement to quarantine or isolate upon return.
All travellers arriving into the UK will need to isolate and get a PCR test by ‘day two’ after arrival. They may end their isolation once they receive a negative result. If the result is positive, they should continue to isolate and follow rules on isolation following a positive test. Unvaccinated arrivals aged over 18 will follow the existing, more onerous, testing and isolation regime. All Red list arrivals will enter quarantine.
COVID-19 continues to be a virus that we learn to live with and the imperative to reduce the disruption to children education remains. Our priority is to deliver face-to-face, high-quality education to all our students The evidence is clear that being out of education causes significant harm to educational attainment, life chances, mental and physical health.
January Return
As we continue to learn more about the impacts of the Omicron variant and to prepare for any possible changes in public health advice, we will revisit our covid contingency plans to ensure we are well prepared for any future changes.
There are exams for vocational and technical qualifications timetabled for January. Students who are due to sit these exams will be prepared and it is right that they should be given every opportunity to demonstrate what they have learnt. Exams and formal assessments will go ahead. Consequently, it is essential that students continue to prepare for these assessments
As we are closed over Christmas, all staff and students should test over the holidays in line with national guidance. This means that all staff and students should test if they will be in a high-risk situation that day and before visiting people who are at higher risk of severe illness if they get COVID-19
We will be testing all students that have consented on return to school on Thursday 6th January.







Emotional wellbeing and support
We have a shared responsibility as staff, students, and parents to being understanding and accepting that everyone will have had different experiences over the past few months and will have a wide range of different feelings about returning to school. This extends to adults as well as students.
We encourage you to talk to your child about how they are feeling, encouraging them to share their feelings with their friends and adults at school.
The school will be offering several intervention programmes in partnership with external agencies in addition to the school’s pastoral support to help students with their transition back to school.
As always, we are contactable if you have any safeguarding concerns. Please email, SafegurdingGroup@thejubileeacademy.onmicrosoft.com
Further safeguarding information and guidance can be found on the school website at: https://www.thejubileeacademy.org.uk/safeguarding
Further Resources and guidance regarding the coronavirus can be found on the school website at: https://www.thejubileeacademy.org.uk/coronavirusinfo
Parents are also encouraged to visit www.gov.uk/backtoschool for information and practical guidance to help them plan for their children’s return to school. 
For all other concerns, please email: info@thejubileeacademy.org.uk
We will support our staff and pupils throughout, but please contact us if you need this information in any other language or format or if you have any questions please email: info@thejubileecacedemy.org.uk
Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely,
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Dr M Jarrett
Head Teacher
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